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tors of fuch copies, during the times therein meptioned.”
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IN confequence of a partial reprefentation of the
condut of the pecple who were employed to nurfe
the {ick, in the late calamitous ftate of the city of
‘Philadelphia, we ave {olicited, by a number of thele.
who feel'them(elves iniared thereby, and by the ad.
vice of feveral refpectable citizens, ta ftep forward and
declare fa@sas they reatly were; leeing that from our
_Gtuation, om aceount of the charge we taok upon. us,
we had it mare fully and penerally in cur power, to
know and ebferve the conduct and behavior of thofe that
were {o employed. :

Eaorly inr Septemben, = {olicitation appeared in the
_ public papers, tothe peaple of calour to come forward
and afhit the diftreffed, perilhing, and negleted fick ;
with a kind of affurance, that people of eur colour
were not liable to tzke the nfection.  Upon which we
and a few others met apd confulted how to 2&t on fo
traly alarming and melaicholy an ocvcafion. After
fome converlation, we found a freedom to go forth,
confiding in him whe can preferve in the midft of a
burning fiery furnace, {enfible that it was our duty to
- doall the good we could 10 aur fuftering fellow mor-
tals. We ler out to lee where we could be uleful.
The firlt we vifited was a man in Emiley’s alley, who
was dying, and his wife lny dead at the time m the
houfe, there were none to affilt but two poor helplefs
children. We adminiftered what relicf we conld, and
applied to the overfeers of the poor to have the woman
buried. We vilited npwards of twenty families thac
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4 A NARRATIVE, &.

day—they were fcenes of woe indeedt The Lord
was plealed to (trengthen us, and remove all fear from
ug, and dilpefed onr hearts to be as ufefitl as poffible.

In order the better to regulate our cendudd, we eal-
led on the mayor next day, to confult with him how ta
praceed, fo as to be moft ufeful. The firlt chje@ he
recommended was a {irict attention to the fick, and the'
procuring of nurfes. This was attended to by Abfa.
Jom Jones and William Gray; aud, in ordet that che
diftrefied might know where to apply, the mayor ad-
-vertifed the public that upon application to them they
wounld be fupplied.  Soon after, the mortality increaf-
".Ing, the dificulty of getting acorpfe taken away, was
fuch, that few were willing to doit, when offered
greatrewards. ‘The black peaple were looked to. We
then offered our fervices in the public papers, by ad-
vertifing that we would remove the dead and precore
nurfes, - Qur fervices were the produttion of real fen-
fibility ;-~we fought not fee nor reward, until the in-
ereald of the dilorder rendered ouv labour {o arduous
that we were nat adequate to the [ervice we had affum-
ed. The mortality increafing rapidly, obliged us o
¢all in the affiftance of five® hired men, in the awful
difcharge of interring the dead. They, with great
reluctance, were prevailed upon to join us. [t was
very uncommon, at this time, to find' any one thae
would go near, much more, handle, a fick or dead
perfon.

Mr. Carey, in page 106 of his third edition, has
oblerved, that, ¢ for the houor of human nawre, it
ought tobe recorded, that fome of the convifls in the
gaol, a part.of the term of whofe confinement had
been remitted as a rewand for their pesceable, ovdesly
behavior, voluntarily offered themielves as nurles to
.attend the fick at Bufh-hills and have, in that capaci-
ty, condudted them{elves with great fideliry, &c. Here

#* Two of whom were Richard Allen's brothers,
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it obight to be remarked, {although Mr. Carey hath
not done it) that two thirds of the perfons, wharen-
dered thele eflential (ervices, were people of celour,
who, on the application of the elders of the African
chureh, (who met to confider what they could do for
the help of the fick) were liberated, on condition of
their doing the duty of nurfes at the hofpital at Bufh- .
bill; which they as voluntarily aceepted to do, as they
did faithfully difcharge, this fevere and difagreeable
duty.—=May the Lord reward them, both temperally
and {piritnally-.

When the ficknef§ became gereral, and feveral of
the phyficians died, and woft of the furvivors were ex-
haufted by ficknefs or fatigue ; that good man, Dadtor
Ruth, called us more immediately to attend upon the
fick, knowing we could both bleed; le told us we
could increafe our utllity, by attending to his inftric-
tions, and accordingly divected us where to procure
medicine duly prepared,. with. preper: diredtions how
to adminifter them, and ar what ftages, of the diforder
tobleed ; and whem we found carfelves incapable of
judging what. was proper to be dene, to apply. to hin,,
and he would, if eble, attend them himfelf, or-fend
Fdward Fifher, his pupil, which he often did ; and Mr..
Fither manifefted his humanicy,.by an affe&ionate at-
tention for their relief.—This has been no fmall (atis-
fadtion to us.; for, we think, that when a phylician.
was not attainable, we have been the inftruments, in
the hand of God, for faving the lives of fome hundreds.
of our (ffering fellow morials.

. We feel ourfelves fenfibly agprieved by the cenfori.
ons epithets of many, who did not render the leaft af-
{iftance in the time cof neceflity, yetare liheral of their
cenfure of us, for the prices paid for our fervices, when.
ni one knew how to make a propofal to any one they
wanted to aflift thems At firlt we made no charge,.
but left it to thole we ferved in removirg their dead,

A3z ‘ '
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to pive what they thonght fit—we fet no price, until

" the reward was fixed by thofe we had ferved. Afser
paying the peeple we had toaffifk v, our campenfation
Ismuch lefs thin many will believe. ‘

We do aflure the public, that 4/ the money wehave
received, for burying, and for coffics which we our
felves purchafed and procured, has wot defrayed the
expenice of wages which we had to pay to thofe whom

- we employed to affift us.  The following ftatement is
accurately made :
CASH RECEIVED.

The whele amount of Cath we received

for burying the dead, and for burying

heds,_ iS, - - - - - £'7'33 10 4

CASH PAID.. .

For coffing, for which we have o

received nothing . £33 o o
For the hire of five men, 3 of *

them 70 days each, and The

other twa, 63 days each,

atagfbperday, - - - 4v8 o o
, . ‘ m———— 41 D @
- orp—
Debts due us, for which we, expect
but little, . {110 0 o
From this ffatement, for the truth of
which we fulemnly vouch, it is evie
dent, and we (enfibly fee! the opera-
tion of the fadt, that we are out of ]
pocket, - - - - farrg 8
Refides the cofts of hearfes, the maintenance of cur
families for 7o days, (being the period of our labours)
and the {upport of the Ave hired men, during the re-
Spediive times of their being employed ; which expen-
ces, together wich fundry gifts we ocealionally made to
poor families, might realonably end properly be intro.
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+ ducedy to thew our adlual fitwation with regard to pro-
fir—but it is enough ta exhibit'to the public, from the
above fpecified items, of Ewfk paid and Cafb received,
withoue taking into view the other expences, that, by
the employment we were engaged in, we have loft
£t77 9 8. Bay, if the other expences, which we
-have aftually paid, are added to that fum, how much
then may we not {ay we have fuffered ! 'Weleave the
public tojudﬁea ‘

" Tt may poflibly appear ftrange to fome wha know
haw conftantly we were employed, that we fhould
have received no more Cafh than £.233 10 4. But
we repeat our affurange, thar this is the fad, and we
add another, which will fexrve the better to explain it :
We have buried /everal bundreds of poor perfons and
ftvangers, for which fervice we have never recejvad,
tior never alked any compenfation. ‘
We feel ourfelves hurt moft by & partial, cenfericus
paragraph, in Mr, Carey’s fecond edition, of his ac-
count of the fickne(s, &, in Philadelphia ; pages 76
and 77, where he alperfes the blacks alone, for having
taken the advantape of the diftreffedl fituation of the
peeple.  That fome extravagant prices were paid, we
adwmit; but how came they to be demanded? the rea-
fon is plainy It was with difficulty perfons could “be
had to fupply the wants of the fick, s nurfes j—ap-
plications became more and more numerous, the confes
guence was, when we procuted them at {ix dellars per
week, and calied upon them to go where they were
wanted, we found they were gone elfewhere; here
was a difappointment ; npon enquiring the caule, we
found, they had been altured away by others who of-
fered greater wages, until they got from two te four
doilars per day. ~ We had no reftrsint upon the peo.
ple. It was natural for people in low circumftances

_to_accept 2 voluntary, bounteous reward; eélpecially

under the loathfomnels of many of the fick, when na-
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turs fiuddered at the theughts of the infeétion, and
the rafk affigned was aggaravated by lunacy, and being
lefr muchalone with them. Had Mr. Carey been fo-
licited to fuch anundertaking, for hire, Query, ¢ what
would 42 have demanded @ %uf.Mr- Carey, although
cholen a member of that band of worthies who have
fo eminently diftingnithed themfelves by their labours,
for the velief of the fick and helplefs—yet, quickly after
his elettion, left them toftruggle with their arduous
and hezardons tatk, by leaving the city. *Tis true
. Mr. Carey was no hiveling, and had a right to flee,
and upon his retuen,.to plead the caufe of thofe
wha fled; yet, we think, he was wrong in
giving fo partzl and injurious an account of the
bluck nurfes; if they have caken aldvantage of
the public diftrefs? Isit anymore thanhe hath dong
of its  defire for ipformation. We believe bhe has
made more maney by the fale of his #foraps’? than a
dozen of the greatell extortioners among the black
nuarfes.  The great prices paid did not efcape the ob.
fervation of chat worthy and vigilant magifltrate, Max
thew Clarklon, mayor of the city, and prefident of
the commitree—he fent for us, and requefted we would
ule our influence,ta leffen the wages of the nurfes, but
oninforming bim thecatle, i. e. that of the people overs
bidding one another, it was concluded unnecellary to
attempr uny thing on that head; therefore it was left
to the peaple concerned.. That there were fome few,
black people guilty, of plundering the diftrefled, we
acknawledge ; but in thar they only are painted out,
and made mention of, we efteem partial and-injuricns 3
we know as many whites who were guilty of ity but
this is tooked over, while the blacks are held np to cen-.
fave.~~TIs ic a greater crime for a black wo pilfer, tha
for a white to privateer !, :
We with not to offend, but when animproveked. at-.
temp: ismade, to make usblacker than we are, it be-
cotnes lefs neceflary to be over cautious on that. ac.
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eount; therefore we fhall take the liberty to tell of the
conduét of {ome of the whites.

We know (x pounds was demanded by, and. paid,
to & white woman, for putting 2 corpfe into a cofiin;
and forty dollars was demanded, end paid, to four
. white men, for bringing it down the fairs.

Mr. and Mrs. 'Laylor both died in one nights. a2
white woman had the care of them ; after they were
dead fhe called on Jacob Servols, efg. for her pay;
demanding (ix pounds for layiny them out; wpan fee-
ing a bundle with her, he fufpeted the had pilfered;
ot fearching her, Mr. Taylor's buckles were found
in hee pocket, with other things.

An clderly lady, Mre. Malony, was given into the
care of a white woman, fhe died, we were culled 1o
remove the corpfe, when we came the woinan was lay-
ing lo drunk that the did not know what we were do-
ing, but we koow fthe had one of Mrs, Malany’s rings
ou herfinger, and amother in her pocket,

_Mr. Carey tells us, Bufh-hill exhibited as wretched
a picture of bumanmifery, as ever exifted. A profli-

_gate abandoned fet of nurfes sud actendants (nardly
any of good charater could at that time be procured,)
rioted on the provifiens and comforts, prepared for the
fick, who (unlefs asthe hours when the doftors attend-
ed) were left slmolt entirely deftimte of every affift-
ance, The dying and dead were indifcriminately
mingled together.” The ordure and other evacuations
_of the fick, were allowed ro remain in the moft offen-
five ftate imaginable. Mot the fmallelt appearance of
order or reprularity exilted, It wasin fag a great hu.
man flaughrer houfe, where numercus vidims -were
immolated at the altar of jntemperance.

It is unpleafant to point our the bad and unfeeling
condudt of any colour, yetthe defence we have under-
taken obliges s to remurk, that although ¢ hardly any
of good charater at that time could be procurcd’ yet
anly two black women were ar this tme iu the hofpi.
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tal, and they were reraimed and the others difcharg~
ed, when 1t was reduced ro order and yood goverh-
ment. ‘
Thebad conlequences many of our colour apprehend
from a partial celation of our conduft are, thatit will
prejudive the minds of the people in general againdt us
~becanle it is impoflible that oneindividual, can have
knowledge of all, therefore at {ome futore day, when
fome of the meft virtnous, that were upon mott praifes
worthy motives,-indueed to [erve the lick, may failin-
to the {ervice of a family thar are flrangers to him, ov
her, audit is difcovered chatit is ene of thofe fgmaril-
ed wrerches, what may we fippofe will be the con.
fequence? It itnot reafonable to thivk the perfon will
be abhored, defpifed, aid perhaps difmiffed from ems
ployment, to their great difadvantage, would noc this
be hard? and have we not therefore fofficient realon
to feek for redrefe? Wecan with certainty aflurs the
public that we have feen more humaniy, more teal
{enfibilicy from the poor blacks, than from. the pacn
whites. 'When many of the former, of their ownac.
cord repdered fervices where exrreme neceflicy called
forit, the genewnl percof the poor white people were
fo.difmayed, that inftead of ariempring to be ufeful;
they ina manner hid themlelvese—-—a remarkable in.
Ltance of this A poor alidted dying wan, food ag
his chamber window, prayimng and beleeching every one
that'pafled by, to help him to a drink of water; a nums .
Ler of white pocple paffed, andinileac of being moved.
by the poor man's diftrefs, they. hurried s falt as they
could outef the found of his cries—until at length 2
eitleman, who- feemed tobe a foreigner came’ up,
ﬁe could not pafs by, buthad not relvhution encngh to
.go into the houfe, he held eight dollars in his hand, and
offered it to {everal as a reward for giving the poor
maa a drink of water, but waid refufed by every ene,
vl a poor black man came up, the gentleman effer-
ed the eight dollars to him, if he would relieve the
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Poor fnan with alicle water, * Mafter? replied the
good natured fellow, I will fupply the gentleman
JWithwater, but farely I will not take your money for
it mop could he.be prevailed .upon to aceept his boun-
1y hewent in, {upplied the pacr objeft with water,
and. rendered him-every fervice hie could.: o
“ Apoorblack man, named Sampfon, wentconfanily
from houfe to houfe wheré diftre(s was, and no affifts
ante without feé or reward ; he was fmote with the -
diforder, and died, after his death:his family. wers
negledted by thofe hehad ferved. - : :
§arah Bafs, 2 poor black widow, gave allthe affift.
ance fhe conld, in feveral families, for -which. ile did
uot receive any thing ; and when zny thing was offers
eddier, fhe left it to the option of thole the ferved.
.- A'woman.of our colour, mirfed Richard Mifon and
fon, when they died, Richard’s widow' confidering .
‘the rifk the poor-woman had run, and from obferviny:
tha fears that-fometimes refed an her mind; expedte
the waonld haye demanded fomething confiderable, but
‘upon afling what.lhe demanded, her réply was half
adollar per day. Mrs. Mafon, intimared it was.not
{fufficient for hey attendance; fhe cepliedit was enough
“for what the had done, and would take o more. - Mrs.
Malon’s feelings were firch, chat fhe feteled an'annuis .
* ty of {ix pounds a year, an her, forlife. . Her name is
Mary Scort. .
An elderly black woman nurfed ~with grein .
diligence and attention; when recovered he afked what
he mult.give for her lervices—~——ihe replied 3 _din.
ner mafter on a cold winter's day,” and thus fhe went
4rom place to place rendering-every fervice in her pow-
er without an eye to reward, . .
-+ A young black woman, was requetted to attend one
night opon & white man and his wife, who were very
ill; 1o other perfon conld be had j—ETEAL wages were
offered her—ihe. replied, I will nét go formoney, i I
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:go for mohejf Gad will fee it; and 'may be make e’
ike the diforder and die; bt if I go, and ke 19
tooniey, he muy {pare-my. life, She want-about.nine
o’dleck; and:found theny botlr. on the fior ; fhe could -
procu¥e no camlie-or otherlight, but. fraich with them

-about twb howis, #nd thenlefr. the:m ‘Fhey:both' diy
wib-that dighes ' Sive: was. sftecwird vesy il -with thc
“feverherlifa was- fpared:. . '
" Ceaefar Cranchal]. & black-man, of&rec} his fcmces
¥ attend. the fidk, andb(iid, I will not take your. tho-
ney; I will not fell- my hﬁr fnr wonky It is faid he
died: with-the o -

Acblacle-1ad, at che W1duw lepm’s, was infrufhed.
with lils yoan :F Maftar’s keys; on hisleasing the cieyy
and trinfated his bufinefs;. with the grentcgt {t honefly,

.-and Jifpateh, - baving uriloaded: 4 veffel for him in the
time, and loadediiv again

A woman, - that. nurded David Bacon, charggd with
exemplary: moﬂcramon, antl' ﬁud “fhe: would not have
anly moré . :

. Femay be faid, i vmdicztmn of. the coridug of
‘thofe; who difeovered ignorance or incapacity in nirfu
ingy that it iisy-iny 1tfelfg # confiderabla art, derived

. from enperierive, -as well as. the exercifs of the finer

feelings of humanity—this-expeetence, wive tenths of

thofe - criiployedy it is probable were wholly ftran.
gers tos

"W 6:dormot recalledt. fuch. aétsiof Hudanity from the
poor white people, in:all the round we: have been en-
gagedin, We could mention'many other inftances of
thé like nature; but think it needlefle:

It je-unpleafant for us to-make thefe remarks, bue .
juftice to’our colour, demapds it Mr. Caréy pays .
William: Gray and us a compliment ; he fays, our fers
vices and others of their colour, have been very greéat
‘&ce By naming us, he leaves thefe others, in the
hatarrdous ftace of heing clafled: thh thofe wha are,
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wlled the * vileft.” The few that were -difcovered
to merit public cenfure, werebraught-to jultive, which
oyghe to’ have fufficed, withaut being canvaffed pver
inkis. # Trifle” of a pamphlet—which caufes us to be
nore particular, and endeavour to recall the efteem of -
rhe public-for eur friejds, and the pedple of colour,
w1 far as they may be found worthy ; forwe conceiyve;
and experience proves it, that.an-ilt name iy, cafier
sgiven than taken away.. We have many. unprovoked
.ynemies, who begrudge us the liberty we enjoy,, and
*re glad to hear of any complaint againit our colour;

*he ir jult or unjodt; in conlequence. of 'which we are
more earneftly endeayauring sll in our pdwer, to warn,-
rebuke, and exhort our African friends, to keepa.cons
fcience vold of offence towards God and man ;. and, at:
the {ame time, would not he backward to interfare,
when ftigmas or opprefiion appeaf peinted az; -orrats
rempred againk them, unjultly ; and, we are confident,
we.fhall ftand joitified in the fight of the candidand
jndicieus, for fuch conduét.. e

M Carey’s firft, fecond, end third edidians, ste gone
forth into the world, and i all probability, have been
read by thoufands ‘that will never read his fourth—m
confequently, any alteration he may. hereafter make,
in the paragraph zlluded to, cannat have the'defired.
#fe&, or atane for the palt ; therefore we apprehend
it neceflary to publilh’ our thoughws om the occa-
fion. Had Mnr Carey faid, a number of white
and black - Wretches eagerly feized pn. the oppors
tunity to extert from the difhveffed, and fome few of
both were detefted in plundering the fick, it might
extennate, in a.great degree, the having made. men~
tion of the blacks. e

We can affure the public, there were as. many white

s black people, detefted in pilfering, altheugh. the
number of the latter, employed as nurfes, was tweiity
times as great as the formg, and that there isy; inovr
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. opinion, as great a proportion of white, a5 of black,
Inclined coTuch pradhices- It is rathér to be admired,
thatfo few inltances.of pilfering and rohbery happened;

. confidering the \great apportunisies there were™ for

+ fuch 'thil;g‘.‘-: we Eo notknow of more than five black
peaple, fafpefted of 2oy thing clandeftine, out of the

© great mumber empléyed ; the people were glad :ta
get ahy perfon to. 2ffift them—a black. was preferred;

ecanfe it was fuppbfed,’ they. were not fo. ikely 10]
take the diforder, the moft worthlefs were accepra-
ble, fo that it would have been no canfe of wnrldz:x'.,'f
if twenty caufes of complaint eccurred, for cne that

* hath. It hosbeen alledged, that many of the fick,
were negledted by che nurfes ;. we do- ot wonder “at’
it, confidering their fitaation, . in many inltances,” up
night and day, withont4ny one ro relieve them, worn
down: with fatigue; and want of. fleep, they could not'
in many cafes, vender that affiarice, which wag need-

-ful: Where we vifited, .the caufes of comiplaint on this
fcare, were not numerous.- - The cafe of the nurfes,
in many inftances, were deferving of commiferation,’
the patient raging and fr-i%htful m%&ehm!d; it'has fres
quently required tws perfons; tohold them from run.
ing away, others havemade stcemptsto jomp out of &
window, in many chambeps they were. nailed down,
and the door was kept locked, to prevent them from
running away, or breaking their necks, otherslay vo-
miting blood, and fereaming enongh to chill them wichi
herror-  ‘Thus weremany of the nurfescireuriftanced,
alone, unt the putient died, then ealled away to au-
other feene of diftrefs, and thus have been for a week

- or ten days left to do the beft they could without any
{uficient reft, many of them having fome of their

. deareft conneétions fick ar the time, and fuffecing for

want,; while their hufband, wife, father, mother, &,

~ have been engaged in'the fervice of the wihite people.

We mention this 1o fhew the difference betwveen rhis’



A NARRATIVE, &. 1
and nrfing in commoh cafes, wé have [uffered equal-
ly with the whites, cur.diftrels hath been very gréat;
hut much unknowh to the white peaplé.: Few have
been- the whites . that paid attention -to' us while the
biack were engaged in the other’s fervice. We can
affire the pub%ic we have rtaken four’ and- five black
-people in 2 day. to be burfed. : In feveral inflances
when they have ‘been: feized . with- the ficknefs while
nurfing, they have been turned ont of the honfe, and

wandering. and'deftitote untif raking fhelter wherever
they could (as many of them would” not be admitted
to thelr-former humes) they have languiflied alone znd
we know of -one who even died in a fable, Others
afted with more tendernefs, when their nurfes were
. taken fitk they had proper care taken of them at theiw
houfes. We know of two inftances of thiss
It is even to this day a generally received "opinion
in this ‘city, that our éolour was not fo liable. to the
ficknefs as the whites, - We hope dur. friends wilkpar:
don us for {erting chis.matter in its crue ftate. -
The public were informed that in the Weft-Indiss
- and other places where this terrible malady had been,
it was obferved the blacks were not. dffedted with it.
Happy wodld it-have been for you, and miuch more
fo for us, if this cblervation hay been verified by our
‘experiences . B - :
W hen the peaple of colour had the ficknefs and died,
we were impofed upon and told it was not -with the
prevailing ﬁcknefs,l until it became too notorious to be
denied, then we were told lome few died but not many-
Thus were our fervices extorted at the peril of our liver,
-yet you accule us of extorting a Jittle money from yeu.
The bill of moreality for the year 1793, publifhed
by Marchew Whitehead, and John Oruwrod, clerks,
and: Jofeph Dolby, fexron, will convinge any reafon.:
able man that will examine it, that as many coloured
peaple. died in proportlur;ﬁ as others. In 1792, there
. : 2.
e verw sevny vt LU pumss)y WG

B3
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ware 67 of our colour buried, andin 1793 it amount-
ed ta 305 ; thus the burlals among us have increafed
more than fourfold, was not'thisin a grear degree
the effedts of the fervices of the unjuitly vilifed black
people ! ' ‘

Perhaps it may be acceprable to the reader o know
hovwr we found the fick affalted by the ficknels; our

opporminities of hearing and feeing them have been .

very great. ‘They were taken wich a chill, a head.
ach, a fick tomach, with pains in their limbs and back,
this was the way the ficknefs in general began, but
all were not affe@ted slike, fome appeared but flightly
affeted with fome of rhefe fymproms, what confirmed
us in the opinion of a perfon being [mitten was the co.
Jour of their eyes. In fome it vaged meore furioully

than in others—{ome have languithed for feven and

ten ‘doys, and appeared to get better the day, or fome

hours before they died, while others were cut off i

one, twa, or three days, but their complaintywere fi-
milar.  Some loft their realon and raped with all the
fury madnefs could produce, and die% in ftrong con-
vulfions. Others retained their reafod to the lak,
and {eemed rather to fall alléep than die.  'We could
not help remarking that the former were of ftrong
paflions, and the'latter of a mild temper. Numbers
died in a kind of dejedtion, they concluded they mulk
go, (lothephrafe for dying was) and therefore in 8
kind of fxed determined ftate of mind went off

It ftruck our minds with awe, to have applicarion
made by thofe in bealth, to tuke charge of them in
their [cknefs, and of their funeral.  Such applicativng
have been made tous; many appeared as though they
thonght they muft die, and not Hve; fome have lain
on the Aaor, to be meafured for their coffin and grave.

A gendleman called ene evening, torequeit a good -
nurie might be got for him, when he wasiick, and to’

fuperintend his funeral, and gave particnlar direétions
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how he wonld have it conduled, it feemed a forpri-
fing civcumitanee, for the manappeared at the time, 10~
be in perfedt bealch, bur calling two or three days af-
ter to fec him, found a woman dead in the houfe, and
the man {o far gone, that to adminifter any thing for
his recovery, was needlefs—he died.that evening.
We mention this, 28 an inflance of the dejedtion and
defpondence, that tovk hold on thauminds of thoufands,
snd ave of opinion, it aggravared the.cafe of many,
whilé others who bore up clearfully, pot vp again,
that probably would otherwiiz have died. '

When the mortality came to its greateft fiage; i¥
was impeffible to procure fufficient afiftance, there-
fore many whofe friends; and relations had left them,
died unfeen,andkomaflifted. . We have found them in va-
rigus fituations, fome Jaying on che floor, asbloody as
if they had been dipt irrit, without apy eppearance of,
their having had; even a drink of water for their rg-..
lief ; others laying on a bed with their clathes on, as .
if they had -came in fatigued, and lain down to refty-
fome:appeared, asif they had fallen dead on the floor,
fronr-the pofition we found them in.

Trudy our talk was hard, yet through mercy, we.
were enabled to go on.

One thing we obferved in (everal inftances—when :
we were cailed, on the firft appearance of the diforder
tobleed, the perfon frequently, on the opening: a vein
before the operation was near over, felt = change for
the better, and exprefied a relief in their -chief com-
plaints; and we nade it a praclice to take more blaad |
from them, thazris uinal in other-cales; thefe in a-
genera) way recavered ; thole who did émit bleedin
auy confiderable: time, after being taken by tié fick.
nels, rarelyexprefled iny change they felt in the ope=.
raron.

We feel a-great futisfaction in believing, that we
bave heen ulful-to the fick, and thus publicly tirnk

o By
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Doctor Rufly, for enabling us to be fo. - We have blad .
upwards of eight hundreg peeple, and do declare, we -
have not received to the value of 2 dollar and a half,
“therefor : we were willing to imitate the Dodtor'sbe-
.nevolence, who fick or well, kept his houfe epen day
and night, togive what affiftance he could in this tine
of trouble, - -

Several affeéting inftances occorred, when we were
engagedin burying the dead- We have been called tor
bury fome, who when we came, we found alive ; at
other places we found 2 parént dead, and none bue
Tittle innocent babes to. be feen, whofe ignorance led
them ro think their parent was alleep ;. on account of
their(itnation, and their little prattle, we have beenfn
wounded and our feelings fo hure, that we almofk
concluded to withdraw from our undertaking, but fee-
ing others fo backward, we fill went on. - "

An affeling inflance.—A woman died, we were
fent for to bury her, on our going inte the houfe and
taking the coffin in, a dear little mnocent accolted us,
with, mamma is afleep, don’t wake her ; bur when the
fawus puther in the coffin,the diftrefs of the child was
fo great, that it almoft overcame vs; when fhe de-
manded why we put her mamma inthe box? Wedid
not know how to anlwer ‘her, but commirted her to
the care of a neighbour, and left ber with heavy’
hearts= In other places where we have been to take
the corple of a pargnt, and have found a group of lit-
tle ones alone, fomeof them in a meafure capable of
knowing their firuation, their criesand the innocent
confufion of the little ones, feenied almoft too much
for buman nature to bear.  'We have picked vp little
children tha: were wandering they knew not where,
whofe (parents were cut off) and taken them t6 the
arphan houfe, for at this time the dread that prevail.
£ over people’s minds' was {o peneral, that it was a
rare inftance to fee one neighbour vifit another, and
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evenfriends-when they met in. the {treets were afraid
of each other, much lefs would they admit into .their
houfes the diftrefled orphan that had . been where the .
ficknefs was; this extreme feemed in fome inftances
to havetheappearance of barbarity ; withreluétance we -
call to mind the many opportunities there were in the .
pewerof individualstobe ufeful to their fellow-men, yet ..
througl the terrar of the times was emitted. . A black..
man riding throuph the flreet, faw 1 man pufh & wo-.
man outaf the houfe, the woman ftaggered and fell.
on her face in the gutter, and was-not able<to. turn .
Herfedf, the black man thought fhe. was drunk, but:
oblerving fhe was in danger of [uffacation alighted; .
and taking the woman vp found her perfeétly {obery .
but fo far gone with the diforder-that fhe was not able
to help herfelf; the hard hearted man that threw her-
down, fhut the door and left heg—in {uch a fitnation,.,
fhe might have perithed in.a. few minutes : we heard.:

. of it, and took her to Bufh-hill. Many of. the whire.
people,. that ought 1o be patternsfor us to-follow afs-
ter, have afted in 2 manner that weuld make humani-.
ty thudder. We remember an inftanée of cruelty,.
which we troft, no black man would be guilty of : two-
filters orderly, derent, white women were fick with:
the fever, one of them recovered {o as to came to the
door ; a neighbouring white man faw her, and in an
angry tone alked her if her fifler was dead or not?
She anfwered no, 'vpon which he replied, damn her,
it the don’t die befora miorning, I will make her die.
The poor woman ihocked at fuch an expreflion, from
this monfter of a man, made a modeit reply, vpon
which he (matched up a wb of water, and would have
dathed it over her, ifhe had not been prevented by a
black man; he then went and took a couple of fowls
out of a coop, {which had been given sthem for nou-

"rithment) and threw theminto an open alley 3 he had
his with, the poor woman that he would make die,
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died that nights A’ white man threatened to fhoot pes
if we palled by his houle with a corpler we buricd
him three days after. . S,

We have heen pained to fee the widows cometo us,
crying and wringing thele ands, and in very great
- diftrefs, on-account of their hufbands’ death ; having
- nobedy to help them, they wers obliged 1o come to
get thair hufbands buried, theirneighbenrs were afraid
to go to their belp er to.condsle wich them ; wesleribe
fuch unfriendly condad to the frailty of humannarure,
and not to willal unkindnefs, or hardnefs of: heart.

" Notwithftanding the cempliment Mr. Carey hath
paid us, we-have found reports fpread, of our tating
between one, anditwe handred ieds, from houles where
people died; fuch flanderers as thele, who propagare
foch wilful lies are dangerous, althaugh unworthy nes
tice. 'We with if any perfon hath the leait fulpicion
of us, they would endeavour tobring ns to the punith-
ment which fuch atrocious conduét mufl delerve; and
by this means, the innocent will be cleared- from re-
proach, and the guilty knowu..

e thall now conclude with the fallawing old pra-
verb, which we think applicable ta thole of cur colour
who:expofled theiv lives in the late -afiidting difpen(a-
tion :— .

Godand 7 foldier; Il men do adore,

I time of war, and:not before ;

When the war-is over, and all things righted,,
Ged Is forgotten, and the foldier fighteds
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TeMATTHEW CLARKSON, Esx
Mayor of the Lity of Fhiladedphia,
SIR, .

F O R the perfonal refpeft we bear you, and for
the futisfa@lion of the Mayor, we declare, that to the
beft of our remembrance we hed the care of the fol-
lowing beds and no more.— -

Two belonging to Jaumes Starr we buried ; gpon
taking them up, we found one damaged; the blankets,
&e. Lelonging to it were flolen; it was refuled to be
accepted of by hisfon Mofes; it was buried again, and
remains fo for ought weknow ; the other was return..
ed and accepted of. . ‘

We buried twa helenging to Samuel. Fifher,, mer.
chant ; one of them was taken up by us, to carry a fick;
perfon on to Buih-hill, and there left ; the ather.was,
buried iva grave, under a corpfe. .

Two beds wers buried for Thomas Willing, one -
fix feet deep in his grarden, and lime and water thrawn, -
upon it; the other was in the Potter’s field, and fur-.
ther knowledge of it we have not..

We burned one bed with other farnieere, and cleath-
ing belonging to the late Mayor, Samuel Powel, on.
his farm on the welt ide of Schuylkill river;—we bu- .
ried one of his beds. :

For.— Dickerfon, we boried a hed in alot of
Richard Allen ; which we havegeod caule to believe,
was ftolen. ’

Une bed was buried for o perfon in front ftreet,
whofe name is unknown to us, it was buried in the
Potter’s fleld, by a perlon envployed For the porpole
we told him he mighr ke it up again after it had
been buried a week, and apply it tohls own ufe, as be
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faid he had lately been dilcharged from the Lofpical
and had noue to lay om

Thomas Leiper’s two beds were buried in the Pa:-
er’s field, and remairied there a weel, and then taken
upby us, for the ufe of the fick that we rook 1o Buih-
Lill, and lefr there. .

We buried one for- Smith, i the Potter's
field, which wasreturned except the furniture, which
we beltave was ftolen.

‘One other we baried for Davis, in. Vine fireer,
it was buried near Schuylkill, and we believe conti-
nuces fa. ‘

A bed fram Guefts in Second fireet, was byried’
in the Potrer's field, and is there yet, for any thiny

we know.

One bed weburied in the Prefbyterian burial ground
the corner of Pine and Fourth ftreets, and.we believe
was taken np by the owner, Thomas Mitchel..
Millegan in Second fiveet, had 2 hed buried
by us in the Potter’s field—we have noforther know-
ledge of it )

This is o troe (kare of matters refpeling the beds,
as far as we were concerned, wenever nndertock the
charge of wore than their burial, knowing they were
liable o be raken away by evil minded perfons. 'We
think ic beneath the dignity of an honeltman, (alchangh
injuredin hisreputation by wicked and-envious perfons)
to vindicate or [uppart his charader, by an eath or le-
gal affirmation; we fear not eur enemles, let them
come forward with their charges, we will net flinch,
aml if they can fie any erime upon us, we refulz not
to fuffer. ’ o

Sin,

You have caule tor believe ovr lives were endanger-
ed in nore cales than one, in the time of the late
mortality, and that we were fo dileouraged, that had
it not been for your perfuafion, we would have relin-
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guithed our difagreeable and dangerqus employment—
and we bope there is no impropriety in foliciting a cer.
tificate of sour npprobation of our condud, fo far as
iz hath code to your knowledge, -

With an affeéionate tegerd and efteem,’

We are your {riends, )
: ABRSALOM JONES.
January 7th 1794 RICHARD ALLEN.

HAVI’NG, daring the prevaience of the late ma-
lignane diforder, had alooft daily opportunities of
fecing the conduét of Abfalom Jones and Richard
Allen, -and the people employed by them, to bury the
ded—1 with cheerfulneds give this teftimony of my
approbation of their proceedings, 35 far as the fame
came under my notice. Their diligence, zrrention
znd decency of deportment, afferded me, at the time,- .
much fadsfaition. : .

MATTHEW CLARKSON, Maver.

Phitadelphia, Fannary 23, 1194.

b ——

An Addrefs to thofe who hetp Slaves, and épprwe the
pradtice. . -,

THEjuaicious part of mankind will think it un.
reafonable, that a {uperior goad cundutt is lucked fory
from our vace, by thole who Ligmatize us as men,
whole bafenels is incuvable, and may therefure be held
in a ftate of {ervitude, that 2 mwerciful man wonld not
doom a bealt to; yetyou try what vou can to prevent
aur rifing from the ffate of barbarilm, you reprefent -
uste be I, but we can tell you,.from a degree of ex-
perience, that a black man, althaugh reduced to the
moft abjedt ttate human nature is capible of, fhort of
real madnefs, can thirk, refledt, and feel injuries, al.
theugh ic may not be with the famc degree of keen
refentment and revenge, that youwho have been and
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are our great oppreflors, would manifelt if reduced ta
the pitiable condition of a flave. We helieve if you
would try the experiment of taking a few black chils
dren, and cultivate their minds with the fame. care,-
and let them have the fame profpedt in- view, asto.
living in the world, as you wenld with for your own -
children, you would find upon the trial, they weré not
inferior in mental endowmnients.

We do not wilh to make yon angry, but excite your
attention to confider, ow hatefl {lavery is in the
ight of that God, who hath deftroyed kings and
princes, for their oppreflion of the paor (laves; Pha-
raoh andbis princes with the pofterity of king Saul,
were deftroyed by the protefior and avenger of {laves.
‘Wauld yon not fuppole the [fraelitzs to be utterly un-
fit for freedom, and that jt was impoffible for them to
attain to uay degree of excellence? Their. hiftory
thews how llavery had debafed their fpirits. Men
mufk be wilfully blind and extremely partial, thatcan.
notfee the contrary effedts of liberty and flavery upon
the wind of yman ; we freely confelsthe vile habits of.
ten acquired in a {tate of {ervitude, are not eafily:
thown off'; the example of the Ifraelites hews, who
with all that Mofes could do to reclaim them from it,
{till continued in their former habismore or 1éfs ; and
why will you look for better from us? Why will you
look for grapes from thorns, or fgs from thiftles? It
- §sin our polterity enjoying the fame privileges with
your own, that you oughtto look for better things.

When you are pleaded with, do not you reply as
Pharsch did, ¢ wlerefore do ye Mofes and Aaran, let
the peaple from their work, behold the people of the
land, now are many, and yed make them reft frem
their burdens.*”  We vwifh yon to conlider, that God
himfelf was the firlt pteader of the canfe of flaves.

That God whoknows the hearts of all mén, and the
propenfity of a (lave to hate his oppreflor, hath friét.
Iy forbidden ig to his chofen people,  thou fhalt not
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abhor an Egyptian, becaufe ‘thou waft a firanger
his land. Deut, xxiii 7. The meek and humble
Jefus, the great pattern of humanity, and every othet,

Virtue that can adorn and dignify men, hath command--.

ed ta lave aur eneniies, ta da gacd ta them that hate
and defpitefully ufe us, We feel the obligations, we
with to_imprefs them on the minds of our black bre-
thren, *and that we may all forgive you, as we with
to be forgiven; we think it 2 great mercy to have all
anger and bitzernefs removed from our minds; we
appeal to your own feelings, if it is not very difquict-,
ing to feel yourfelves under the.dominion of a wrathe
fol difpofition. :

If you love your ¢hildren, if you love your country;
if you love the God of love, clear your hands from

flaves, burden notyour children or country with them. -

Cur hearts have been {orrowful for the late bloodfhed
" of .the oppreflors, as well as the opprefled, both ap-
pear guilty of ‘each others -bleod, in the fight of him
who %
his blood be.jhed.:. _
Will you, becaule you have reduced us to thew.

[aid, he that feddeth man’sblood, by man fhall -

happy condition our colour is in, plead cur incapacity -

for. freedom, and “our contented condition under op-
preffion, as a fufficien: caule for keeping us under the

grisvousyoke? We have-thewn the caule of our inca- -

pacity, we wilk alfo fhew, why we appeer contanted ;
werz weto attempt torplead with sur mafters, it weuld
be deemed infglence,, for which cavfe they appear as
contented as they can in your {ight, but the dreadful
infurrections they have mada, when apportunity  has
offered, Zis enough to convince a reafonable man, thut
great unealinefs and not contentiment, is the inhabirant
of their hearts.

. God him(elf hath pleaded their caufe, he hath from
tme. to tine raifed up inftruments forr that purpofe,,
fometimes mean and ¢ontemptible in yony fight; at o.

ther times he hath ufed fuch as it hath {plealed hinr,
p :
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with whom you. have aot.thought it beneath yous: dip.
nity to cantend, many have been convincsd ‘of theig
étror, condemned theie former condufh, and become
woalons advocates for the daufeof thofe, whom you
will not fuffer to plead for themlelves. oo

To the People of Colour. |
EELING an enﬁagemenbof mind for your wekfare, we
addrels you wich-air affeftionaze {ympathy, having (e

‘ourfelves (faves, and as defirous of freedom as any -
You; yetthe bands of bondags were {o-trong, that no wiy
appoared for our releafe, yot at times a hope arofe in vid
hearts that a way would open for it, and when onr minds
were mercifully vifited with the feeling of the love of God,
: t_hcn thefe hopés Snereafed, and 2'¢onfidence arofe that he-
would make way for our enlargement, and a5 a pationt
waiting was neceflivy; we were fometimes favoured with
it, at other times we were very imyatient, then the prof
eét of 1iberty almoft vanithed away, and we were in dark-
nefs and perplexity. . )

Wa mention onr experience to Iym:!, that your hearts ma
not {ink at the diftosraging profpedts you may have, an
shat 'yon may put your trulkin God, who feea your conditien,
and as a mercifol father pitieth his children, fo dothi God

ity them that love hin 3 and 43 your hearts are inclined tor
ferve God, you will fect an atfedtionate repard towards ¥ou:‘
snafters aud miftrefits, and the whole ﬁnmﬁy viliere youllve,
%his will be {een by them, and tend t6 pramote your liberty,
efpecially with fuch as have feclingmalters, and if they are
otherwife you will have the favenr and bove of God divell-
ing inyour hearrs, which youo will value mere than an
shing elfe, which willbe a confolation in the worlt condlti-
on yau can be io, and no malter can deprive youof it ; and
us fife is fhort anduncertain, and the chief end of onr hav-
ing a being in this world, is ta be Frepartd far a hetter, we
wilh you to think of this mere thau any thing elfer thew
will yon have a view of that freedom which the !.‘on!foqu&
enjoy ; end Jf the troubles of your conditien and withyour
Lives, you il beadmitted tathe freedom which Gorthath
prepared for thofe of all colours that dove him; hers the
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goesr oF the mol-crael mafter ends, snd all forrow and
4gars gre wiped away,

To,you who arg favanred with Fresdonr, let your condatt
saanifelt your gratitods roward the compaffionate malters
who have fet you fres, gnd let no rancour or ill-will lodge
in youy brealls for any bad rrearment you mway have recely-
#d from any ; ifysu do, voutran(prels apainlk God, wha will
wotholdyel puiltlefs, he would not faffer ieevenin his h:l‘{wcd
people lrael, and can you think he will allow it unto us?
; There s much grasitude due from our colour towards the
white people, very many of them are inftraments In the
Jand of God for our good, even fucha have beld us in cap-
givity, are aow pleading onr canfe with earnefltnels and
weals and weare forey to fay, that too many think more
of theevil, than of the good ‘they. have received, and in-
ftead of taking the advice of their friends, turn from icwith
Indifference ; much depends upon us for the help of our co-
Tour marethan many are aware: f waare lazy ard idle,
tie cnemics of freedom plead it asa caule why we oughe not
t2 be fres, and fay we are beiter ina (fate of fervitude, and
that giving us our liberty would he an injury to vy, and by
fuch condudt we {terngthen the bands of oppreflion, and
keep many inbondage who are mors worchy than outfelves ;
we lntreat you to confider the obligations we lay under,
to help forward the canfe of freedom, we who know how
bitter the cup is of which the llavs hsth to drink, O how
anght we to feel for thole who yer remain in bondage ! Will
even our friends wxoufe, will God pardon us, for thepart
we] aét in making [trong the hands of the enemies of our
calaur,

A [port Addref; tothe Fricuds af Hiniwho bath na Helpey.

i feel an inexpreflible pratimde towards you, whao

have engaged in the caule of the African race; yon
have wroughe a deliverance for marny, from mwore than E-
gyptian bondape, vour labosrs are ynremitted for their
complete redemprion, from the cyuel fubjeliion they are in,
You feel our afitictions—you lympathize with us in che heart-
reading diltrefs, when the huthand is feparated from the wife,
and the parents from the children, who ave never mose to
meetin this world, The tear of fenfibility trickles from
your eye, to fee the fufferings that keep ws from increa-
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firg.—Your righteons ‘indignation is ronfed at the means
taken ta fupply the place of the murdered babe, Youfee
our tace mare effetnally deltroyed; thaw was in Pharaoh’'s
. power to elfeft, upon Iiracls {ons; you blow the trumpet
agdinlt the mighty evil, you make the tyranpts sremble ; you
ftrive to raife the figve;, to the dignity of aman; you rake
our children by the hand,-to lead them in the path of vir-
tus, b{ your care of their edncation; you dee net athamed
to call the moft abjeft of our race, brathren, children of one
father, who made of one blood all the natiens of theearth :
You afk fur this, nothinp for yourlelves, nothing but what
is worthy the caufe you ase engaged in ; nothing but that
we would be friends to-ourfelves, and not {trengthen the
bands of oppreflion, by an evit condut, whenled out of the
‘houfe of bondage, "May be, who hach arifen 10 plead our
caule, and engaged you as volunreers in the fervice, 2dd to
~your nambers, until the princes thall come forth frem Egypt,
and Ethiopia ftretch out her bandunto God.

‘ APBSALOM JONES,
RICHARD ALLEM.

& Minilters, that are call’d to preaching,
Teachers, and exlorrers too; -
_Awake | behold your harvelt walting !
Arife! thereis no reft foryon,

To think upen that (trié commandment,
That God fas on his teachers laid,
The finper's blood, who dies unwarned,

§4all full upon their Shepherd’s head.
But oh ! dear brethren, let's be doing,
Pehold the nation's in diftrefy,
The Lard of Hofts forbid their ruin,
Belore the day of grace is palt,

We read of wars and great commations,
Hetore the great nnc%drcadl’ul day,

Oh, Sinuers | rarn your finfal coul‘lzl’!s,.
And irifle not your time away. :

But Oh! dear innevs, that's not all that'sdeeadfull
You ynnft before your God appean |

Ta give an acconnt of your trauladions,

" And how you [ent your thme, when here.
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